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Irish Architectural Archive  

Using the Online Catalogue 

Introduction 

The Irish Architectural Archive (IAA) Catalogue can be accessed via the home page of the IAA’s 

website www.iarc.ie or directly at https://iaa-apw.adlibhosting.com/ais6/home. The Catalogue 

contains information on publicly accessible material held by the IAA including architectural drawings 

and related documents, photographs and the IAA’s reference library. 

The Catalogue is a work in progress. While added to on a daily basis, it contains information on only 

a section of the IAA’s holdings. If you don’t find what you are looking for here, please contact the IAA 

at info@iarc.ie.  

Digital surrogates of some material may be accessible via the Catalogue. Otherwise, the material 

referred to in the Catalogue may be consulted in the IAA’s Reading Room at 45 Merrion Square, 

Dublin 2. The Reading Room is open to the public from 10 am to 5 pm, Tuesdays to Fridays, and by 

appointment on Mondays. Prior to any visit, you should read the rules and regulations governing 

access and use of material held by the IAA. These can be found at www.iarc.ie/access/reading-room-

regulations. 

Images accessible via the IAA Catalogue are low-resolution versions. To support collaboration and 

open access, users are welcome to make use of these for non-commercial and not-for-profit 

purposes under the Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial ShareAlike 4.0 licence. 

  

 

Users may share (copy and redistribute in any medium or format) and adapt (remix, transform, and 

build upon) material in the Catalogue. Appropriate credit should be given to the IAA, and a link 

should be provided to the source if possible. 

If you would like to use material outside of the above creative commons licence, for example for 

commercial purposes, you must apply to the IAA, or the relevant copyright holder, for permission to 

do so. Please note that supply and licence charges may apply. Contact info@iarc.ie for more 

information, or to order hi-resolution copies of images in the Catalogue. 

To search the IAA’s Dictionary of Irish Architects go to www.dia.ie.  

This online catalogue was made possible through the support of the Heritage Council, the 

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, and the Shared Island Fund of the 

Department of the Taoiseach. 

The IAA is supported by the Arts Council. 
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Searching the Catalogue 

To start to search the catalogue click on Search. 

 

 

This takes you by default to the Simple Search page. On the left hand side of this page, two other 

search options are available, Advanced Search and Expert Search. 

 

The IAA Catalogue consists of TWO parts. The archival holdings (architectural drawings, 

photographs, manuscript collections etc) are catalogued in Archives, while printed matter holdings 

(books, pamphlets, periodicals and press cuttings) are catalogued in the Library catalogue. 

 

 

Simple searches can be performed across both sections of the catalogue at the same time, but 

Advanced and Expert searches can only be performed in one section at a time. You must choose 

whether to search in the Archives or the Library catalogue.  

To fully search the catalogue you may need to do TWO searches. 
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Simple Search 

A Simple Search is in effect a TITLE search. You search for a word or words in the title of archival 

material (e.g. the name of a collection or the title of a drawing) or the title of printed matter (e.g. the 

name of a book or the title of an article). By default, you search both Archives and Library catalogue. 

If you do not want to search one of these databases, then click it to deselect the relevant checkbox. 

Please note that a Simple Search is not fully comprehensive. If you search for Leinster House, for 

example, you will get a certain number of returns in both Archives and Library catalogue, but if you 

use the Advanced Search option to look for Leinster House under Building Name you will get more 

returns. Why the difference? The reason is that some items of printed matter may be relevant to 

Leinster House but do not have the words ‘Leinster’ or ‘House’ in their titles. For example, The Royal 

Dublin Society, 1731 - 1981 (James Meenan, Dublin 1981) has a great deal to say about Leinster 

House as the building served as the Society’s headquarters from 1815 to 1924, but a Title Search 

using the term ‘Leinster House’ will not find this book. An Advances Search for ‘Leinster House’ in 

the Building/Location search field looks for all items indexed or tagged as being relevant to Leinster 

House, Kildare Street, Dublin (regardless of whether ‘Leinster House’ appears in the title or not).  

Bearing this limitation in mind, Simple Search remains a useful way to get a quick idea of the IAA’s 

holdings on a particular search term in both the Archives and Library catalogue datasets. It is also 

the fastest way to search if you know the title of the item for which you are looking.  
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Enter a search term in the search box. This can be a word, a partial word, or multiple words.  

Separate words with a space.  

Word order and capitalisation are not important.  

Click the Search button to start the search. 

 

 

 

The Results page indicates the number of relevant hits in both the Archives and the Library 

catalogue datasets. 

 

To view the results in either dataset, click Search button beside the results.  
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Search Results: Archives 

 

 

1. Use these buttons to print a set of results, download the set or add or remove sets from results 

sections.  

2. By default, results are presented in List display. Use these toggles to switch between and List 

display and Hierarchical display. 

3. Use these links to switch between results in Archives and results in Library catalogue. 

4. Refine your search by creator by clicking on a particular name. 

5. Listed here are buildings or locations for which results have been returned. Click on one to see 

results relevant just to that building or location. 

6. If a digital surrogate has been included in the catalogue, a thumbnail image will appear here. The 

‘No Image’ placeholder means that an image has yet to be included in the catalogue.  

7. Click the Title to see the Details for a particular item in the list. 

8. To order material to be viewed in the Reading Room, you will need the Title and the Reference 

Number. The reference number can also found on the Details screen (see below).  
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Details: Archives 

 

The top of the screen presents information on the collection, series or item selected. Use the 

buttons to print, download or email a particular result. 

The bottom of the screen shows the Hierarchical browser which provides the context for the 

selected item. Clicking on the plus (+) expands the browser to show related material. The Item 

whose Details you are looking at will be identified in the Hierarchical browser in red. 
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Search Results: Library catalogue 

  

Results in the Library catalogue are presented in a List display.  

1. Use these buttons to print a set of results, download the set or add or remove sets from results 

sections.  

2. Use these links to switch between results in Library catalogue and results in Archives. 

3. Refine your search by author by clicking on a particular name. 

4. Listed here are buildings or locations for which results have been returned, in order of most 

returns. Click on one to see results relevant just to that building or location. 

5. Click the Title to see the Details for a particular item in the list. 

6. To find items on open access in the Reading Room, or to order reserved material to be viewed in 

the Reading Room, you will need the Title and the Reference Number or Default shelfmark. The 

reference number can also found on the Details screen (see below).  
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Details: Library catalogue  

Information on the Details screen depends on whether the item in question is a book or an article.  

Book: 

 

Article: 

 

Buttons provide options to print, download or email a particular result, or to switch between 

alternative views of the result.  
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Advanced Search 

There are TWO separate Advanced Search pages, one for Archives and one for the Library 

catalogue. By default, Archives is selected. To switch between them use the Search in drop-down 

menu. To search the catalogue fully, you must do TWO searches, one in each dataset. The 

presentation of results from Advanced Search is identical to those from Simple Search. 
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The Advanced Search option allows for a greater level of refinement in interrogating the catalogue, 

and also allows for the combination of search terms. Results can also be sorted by designated 

headings. 

Type the term for which you want to search into the relevant entry field or fields. You may provide 

just a word, or a partial word, or leave fields empty; as long as at least one value is filled in, you can 

start the search.  

Beside some fields, you will find a List button . With this button you can filter a list of all terms 

that occur in the relevant field in the database. This is useful if you are not sure about the spelling of 

a word or name, or if you want to search alphabetically. 

Use the Building/Location field to search for material on particular buildings or locations. Enter 

search terms in normal address order (building name, street number, street, city/town/village, 

county). For example:  

a search for ‘dublin city’ will find results for every building in the database in Dublin City, Co. 

Dublin. 

a search for ‘merrion sq, dub’ will find everything on Merrion Square, Dublin City, Co. Dublin. 

a search for ‘45 merrion square’ will find material on 45 Merrion Square, Dublin City, Co. 

Dublin. 
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Expert Search 

As with Advanced Search, there are TWO separate Expert Search pages, one for Archives and one 

for the Library catalogue. To switch between them use the Search in drop-down menu. To search 

the catalogue fully, you must do TWO searches, one in each dataset. The presentation of results 

from Expert Search is identical to those from Simple Search and Advanced Search.  

The principal difference between an Expert Search and an Advanced Search is that Expert Search 

allows for multiple searches in one field, greater flexibility in combining searches and the exclusion 

from searches of particular terms.  

 

 

Search parameters can be chosen from the drop down menus which vary according to whether the 

search is in Archives or the Library catalogue. 
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